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The Presbyterian Handbook, Revised Edition provides historical and up to date theological

information about Presbyterian beliefs alongside fun-filled facts and practical tips on being a

churchgoing follower of Jesus Christ. Complete with illustrations, the book presents a wonderful

combination of vast truths, complex details, and bits of humor about Presbyterian understanding of

the Christian life. This unique and incredibly handy resource is perfect for Presbyterian youth,

adults, students, families, and all those interested in learning about much of what encompasses life

in the church.
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About 200 pocket-sized pages. Unpretentious and casual, but in a self-conscious, studied way. It is

openly derivative of the Worst-Case Scenario-style books. But it probably is about ten years too

late. The cover is a simple dark blue with an cartoon of John Calvin in glasses. The subheadings

are "Church Stuff", "Bible Stuff", "Everyday Stuff." It has the feel of your 60 year old, pleasant but

annoying uncle, trying to be cool and funny to the teens at Thanksgiving.The contributors include

Donald McKim. The bibliography is mostly McKim, his old friend ('progressive evangelical,' recently

turned homosexual rights advocate) Jack Rogers, and their crowd.The content -- its tone and quality

-- varys wildly from section to section. It feels sewn together from a load of contributors. At times it is

very helpful and clear (such as where it explains the levels of Presbyterian church government), at

other times extremely goofy, at others incomplete or wrong, at others irrelevent. The only consistent



feature is that most sections are concise.The theological values are basically middle of the road for

PCUSA. That means what is defined as "THE Presbyterian" is occasionally unrecognizable to other

(non-PCUSA) Presbyterians. But in general it is fairly supportive of the theological heritage and of

the Scripture's importance and trustworthiness. My biggest complaint (other than some mild

comments questioning the historicity of certain Biblical accounts) is the sometimes overly LOW view

of the sacraments.In any case, MANY, MANY decent tips, comments. I especially like a few of the

charts (Bible translations) and lists (esp. Bible ones, like the 12 Apostles summaries, and practical

tips for having a regular schedule of Bible reading. etc.).
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